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INTENT

The intention of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (hereinafter referred to as “MEYS”), as a provider of
support from public funds for research, development and innovation projects (hereinafter referred to as “RDI"), is to
ensure that the results of supported projects have a positive impact on society and the quality of life of each and
every one of us. Unfortunately, research activities do not always bring the same benefits and impacts to all social
groups. This also applies to women and men.

The integration of the gender dimension into RDI contributes to reflecting the needs, behaviours and attitudes of
women and men. Ultimately, it leads to the production of goods or the provision of services that are more suitable
for the potential market and that take into account the needs of all groups of end users.

The gender dimension in the content of RDI is understood as a combination of knowledge regarding sex (biological
aspects) and gender (socio-cultural aspects) applied in RDI practice with the aim of generating comprehensive and
excellent knowledge or technologies for a better life for society and all its groups.

The purpose of this guide is to offer potential applicants for public funding for RDI a concise guide on how to
appropriately assess and take into account the gender dimension in an RDI project proposal. The material is also
intended for evaluation and review bodies or committees as part of the supporting documentation for the
assessment of project proposals.

WHY INTEGRATE THE GENDER DIMENSION INTO THE CONTENT OF RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND
INNOVATION?

The priority of every funding provider should be to support high-quality RDI with the broadest possible
socio-economic impact. Activities that do not lead to the desired outcomes represent not only a financial loss, but
may also result in more serious consequences. Gender bias or distortion may likewise contribute, albeit
unintentionally, to the loss of market opportunities in various RDI fields.

Numerous examples demonstrate that RDI which fails to reflect the diversity of users and their needs produces
inaccurate and, in some cases, erroneous outcomes. It is therefore essential to integrate the gender dimension into
RDI. Only genuinely responsible research delivers the best results for all.

IS THE GENDER DIMENSION REFLECTED IN EVERY RDI PROJECT PROPOSAL?

Integrating the gender dimension into RDI means that the project reflects biological and socio-cultural differences
among individuals in society. However, such integration may not be appropriate or necessary for every RDI project.
The objective is not to create two variants of products or solutions at all costs, nor to artificially expand projects that
focus exclusively on women or men, or that lack a gender dimension altogether.

Nevertheless, it is relevant to consider the integration of the gender dimension across all RDI fields.

HOW TO APPROPRIATELY REFLECT THE GENDER DIMENSION IN AN RDI PROJECT

Taking the gender dimension into account in RDI content means integrating this perspective throughout the entire
project life cycle. Defining priorities, formulating questions, developing methodology, collecting and analysing
sex-disaggregated data, and evaluating and reporting RDI outcomes and their transfer to the market are aspects
that should be considered.

COMMUNICATION AND DISSEMINATION OF RESULTS

Relevant conclusions relating to sex or gender dimensions should form part of analyses and reporting. Where
applicable, results indicating no differences should also be reported. Presentations should include relevant
statistics, tables, or charts disaggregated by sex.

DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE



At both European and international levels, the integration of the gender dimension into RDI is not a new concept.
Numerous international funding bodies systematically require the inclusion of the gender dimension in RDI.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Relevant resources and further reading are available via official EU and international platforms.



