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New applications of the directival
theory of meaning
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Abstract: The Directival Theory of Meaning (DTM from now on) is a pioneering
form of functional-role semantics devised by the Polish philosopher Kazimierz
Ajdukiewicz in the 1930s. Despite some groundbreaking ideas, the theory was
never fully developed by its author and remained a historical curiosity. In 2019,
| published a book that shows how the original theory can be expanded so that
it transcends Ajdukiewicz’s initial vision and applies to natural languages. In the
book’s conclusion, | suggested two additional applications of the theory that
may be of interest to contemporary philosophers. The first of these applicati-
ons is treating the DTM as a theory of literary fiction. The second is treating the
DTM as a basis for a theory of knowledge for Artificial Intelligence.

In my talk, | begin by providing the basics of the DTM that are necessary to
understand these expansions. Next, | explain how the theory can be used
to account for discourses about fictional entities and how it may prove useful
for building new Al models, in particular explainable Al.

8th January 2026 15:00 - 16:30 CET / 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. CET

ONLINE If you are interested to join, please contact zuzana.rybarikova@osu.cz
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