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12th ESSE CONFERENCE

Dates: 29. 08. 2014 - 02. 09. 2014

Late registration: 1 June 2014 – 29 August 2014.

REGISTRATION
ESSE members, early registration by 31 May 2014  € 120
ESSE members, registering on and after 1 June 2014  € 200
Non-ESSE members, early registration by 31 May 2014  € 160
Non-ESSE members, registering on and after 1 June 2014 € 240
Accompanying persons      € 40
Postgraduate Students
(please send a letter from the supervisor confirming status) € 60

KOŠICE
KOŠICE – A UNIVERSITY CITY AND EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE 
IN 2013
Košice is a city with an eventful and illustrious past and multicultural and colourful 
present. It is a seat of culture and education. During the university semesters students 
make the city their own, and one may find them at every turn: in the theatres, the 
museums, the galleries, the concert halls, the libraries, and the parks. Almost nine 
thousand future professionals in medical, legal, scientific, social, philosophical 
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disciplines and arts study at Pavol Jozef Šafárik University, further swelling the 
already large permanent population of the city of over 240,000.

Košice’s earliest documents date back to 1230 and refer to it as “Villa Cassa”. Its 
coat of arms is the oldest in Europe, a fact attested to by a letter dating from 1369. 
The city’s historic sights – from various periods – are concentrated in the centre, the 
Urban Heritage Area. The recently reconstructed Main Street, lined by the houses 
and palaces of the burghers of the past, offers visitors a pleasant stroll, and is also the 
venue for many major events. Košice has always been known for its extraordinary 
mixture of cultures and dialects, a mixture that contributes greatly to the attractions 
of the city.

More about Košice at www.kosice.sk

PAVOL JOZEF ŠAFÁRIK UNIVERSITY IN KOŠICE
Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice (UPJŠ) is the second oldest university in 
Slovakia. The history of higher education in Košice goes back to the year 1657, when 
the bishop Benedict Kishdy founded the Academia Cassoviensis, which was run by 
the Jesuits of Jesus’ Community. The University of Košice Golden Bull issued in 1660 
by the Holy Roman Emperor Leopold I granted the Universitas Cassoviensis the 
same privileges as all the other universities of the Habsburg empire. The structure 
of Universitas Cassoviensis was similar to that of other universities, with faculties 
of Philosphy, Law and Theology, the last of these being the strongest. Study at the 
Philosophical Faculty was dedicated primarily to philosophy, history and languages, 
but the lectures – which were in Latin – also included presentations of the natural 
sciences: physics, mathematics, geography and botany. The Universitas Cassoviensis 
had its own library and a church, and it significantly influenced the advancement of 
science, educational attainment and spiritual culture in the 17th and 18th centuries.

In 1959 the traditions of the Universitas Cassoviensis were revived through the 
foundation of the Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice. It originally consisted 
of the Faculty of Medicine (in Košice) and the Faculty of Philosophy (in Prešov). 
Gradually the university was enlarged by the addition of new faculties:the Faculty of 
Science in Košice in 1963, the Faculty of Education in Prešov in 1964, Faculty of Law 
in Košice in 1973, the Faculty of Public Administration in Košice in 1998, and finally 
the Faculty of Arts in Košice in 2007.

Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice is the second classical university of 
Slovakia. It ranks among the important and widely-recognized educational and 
research institutions not only in Slovakia, but also in Europe. Its key mission is 
to provide education and service to its students and the community by spreading 
knowledge based on the most recent scientific findings in an international context, 
as well as to conduct high-quality research. The UPJŠ also supports activities 
contributing to the education and culture of the public and it helps students develop 
greater wisdom, creativity, tolerance, critical and independent thinking, self-
confidence, and both regional and national awareness.

NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS



147

At present the UPJŠ provides education at its five faculties to almost 9,000 students 
in more than 105 BA, 65 MA and 35 PhD programmes, with more than 700 lecturers 
and research staff who use the results of their own high-quality scientific research, 
the most recent experimental technology, the latest ITC and innovative methods of 
education.

Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice has established itself in the European 
education and research arena. It is a member of the European University Association 
and a signatory of Magna Charta Universitatum. It is a seat of the European 
Documentation Centre, the Institute of European Law and the Austrian Library. Both 
education and scientific research at the UPJŠ are carried on in a broad international 
context and follow European trends. The research teams, led by internationally 
recognized personalities, use funding from both national and international sources; 
every year up to 200 research projects are funded (around 20 by foreign grants). 
The number of publications per staff member in high-quality international journals, 
the high proportion of papers registered in the Current Contents Connect database 
and the number of citations in registered databases rank the UPJŠ amongst the best 
research universities in Slovakia.
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