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Conference Report

5th Nitra Conference on Discourse Studies
Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra, Slovakia

connected with pragmatics and discourse studies held by the Department of English and 
American Studies at the Faculty of Arts in Nitra. This time the focus was on structural, 

-
guistics, (critical) discourse analysis, style and stylistics, pragmatics of discourse and 
semantics. The range of topics covered at the conference was a strong impetus for mem-
bers of our research group organized as part of the University of Ostrava’s Student Grant 
Competition (SGS) to share their current research results with the wider scholarly com-
munity. No less motivational for our conference trip to Nitra was the presence of four 
distinguished guests, including Jonathan Culpeper, renowned for his research in literary 
stylistics and pragmatics.

possible to talk about speech acts in discourse. Her preliminary conclusion was that speech 
act theory and discourse can indeed be (re)united, though there is no straightforward match 
between speech acts in discourse or its discursive parts. The second plenary lecture was 
given by Professor Culpeper (Lancaster University, UK) on “The Language of Plays in 

-
listics and Shakespeare’s Language: Transdisciplinary Approaches”, London, Continuum, 

with respect to their changing characteristics over the last 400 years (two sets of data were 
compared: present-day plays and Early Modern plays from Shakespeare’s time); the lec-



164

elements and pragmatic noise.

Durant focused on “Appeals to Linguistic ‘Register’ in Construing the Language of Legal 
Statutes” and Billy Clark on “Relevance and Style: More than Reading”. Professor Durant 

claimed that it is necessary to distinguish between specialized legal ‘constructions’ (such 
as contracts or statutes) and a wider notion of everyday ‘interpretation’. Legal language 

and socially authoritative. Billy Clark’s plenary attempted to show how a relevance-theo-
retical approach can help us not only interpret inferences made by individual readers, but 
also understand inferences made by writers, speakers and editors, and various processes 
involved in criticism and evaluation.

The programme was organized into two parallel (roughly thematic) sessions including 
32 presentations. Three members of our research team focusing on media discourse gave 

-

of Newspaper Headlines”. The remaining three members of our team, who specialize in 

-

playing game Fallout”. 
Due to the busy conference programme (and partly also due to the bad weather) there 

was almost no time to enjoy the conference setting, the marvellous historic city of Nitra, 
situated in the heart of western Slovakia. Apart from its academic side, the conference also 
included several enjoyable social events: the evening reception took place on the univer-

young colleagues in the SGS grant project (who are also our PhD students): they became 

of the four prominent keynote speakers and other established scholars, and had the chance 
to discuss their results and future plans.

Gabriela Zapletalová
University of Ostrava

-
tening to Jonathan Culpeper.


