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Conference Report

The Changes in Epochal Paradigms  
and the Opportunities They Offer for English Studies

3rd International Conference  
of the Slovene Association for the Study of English

University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, 10–12 May 2012

The host institution of the conference was the Department of English at the Faculty of Arts, 
University of Ljubljana, in close cooperation with the Slovene Association for the Study 

-
erature, translation, methodology, gender and cultural studies. The event was highly inter-

-
bia and the USA.

member of the host department. She was followed by ESSE President Professor Fernando 

-
aries with around 70 members (though such a number is perhaps not that low taking into 

of the 11th ESSE Conference to be held in Istanbul on 4-8 September 2012. The opening 
session proceeded with three plenary lectures by Professor David Crystal (University of 

-
-

sections chaired mostly by scholars representing the host department.
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The title of the conference itself opens up space for a number of interpretations. As 
the organisers claimed in the conference call, and as Professor Komar reminded us in the 
introductory speech, the aim was to question the traditional role of English studies as well 
as those traditional critical theoretical tools which emerged from a context of static print 
media and which were developed before the rise of TV and the internet. Thus the unifying 
themes of the conference may be summed up as follows: whether books and texts are an 
obsolete concept in the era of hypertext, what role the traditional canon plays in a context 
where reading is losing its primacy, and what lies ahead for the English language and Eng-

speculation and a range of readings: while some decided to focus on phonetic, morpho-
logical, semantic and many other aspects of well-established genres, others zoomed in on 

-
tions, such as blogs, web pages, social networks or e-books, all of which have arisen due 
to modern communication technologies. Probably due to the wide thematic scope which 
attracted a host of varied contributions, some sections lacked organic coherence (a poten-

have found themselves section-hopping.
Speaking personally, the high point of the conference was the opportunity to see the 

-
ence participants enjoyed 
communicating with him 
both on a professional and 
a personal level during the 
breaks and informal din-

plenary speech offered 
a wider perspective on 
internet linguistics, an area 
which he sees as an indi-
cation of future trends and 
which is covered in his 

Language 
and the Internet, Inter-
net Linguistics: A Student 
Guide, Language Play, 
and Txtng: the Gr8 Db8. 
He views electronically/
digitally mediated com-

-

and also complementing the traditional spoken/written paradigm: for people born before 
1990 books are central and the screen marginal, while for those born after 1990 there has 

the screen is central and books marginal. That is, according to Crystal, the nature of this 
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what it is doing to our students and all of us and to examine the impact of those new com-
munication opportunities on individual languages.

Basically, the talk centred on two questions: what new communicative possibilities 
does the internet allow, and has it affected English in any particular way? With respect 

-
back in electronic language in favour of multiple simultaneous conversations, the lack of 

-

-

mixed together.
The internet has radically altered our conception of some of the most widespread 

determinate, having a beginning, middle and end, carrying an assumed identity in terms 

-

internet, as Crystal admits, blows this distinction out of the water. Some texts are now 

no idea about authorship.
Certainly, the internet has a fundamental impact on communication resembling a 

concepts of language have to be revised. However, Professor Crystal maintains that with 
respect to the second question, the idea that languages are going to be rapidly reformulated 
by the internet is one of the big myths of the present day. To support this argument, analysis 

is there a certain amount of innovation, such as trends towards punctuation maxi/minimal-
ism. In summary, David Crystal concludes that the internet is a revolution in the sense that 
it is an epoch-changing paradigm as far as communicative function is concerned, yet not 

-
tably, the internet offers enormous scope for research because so little of this information 
has yet been given the kind of analysis it deserves.

-

in a highly inspiring setting, in a historic university city with an unexpected Salzburg-like 

again will surely be, apart from Istanbul this year, the 12th  ESSE Conference to be held in 
Košice in September 2014.

Gabriela Zapletalová
University of Ostrava
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The Department of English and American Studies,
Faculty of Arts, University of Ostrava

The Interpersonal Function of Language in the Genres 
of Academic, Institutional and Media Discourse,

to be held on November 8–9, 2012

Keynote speakers:

Important dates

Contact address for abstract submission and registration: 


