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Topical coherence in political speeches

Olga Dontcheva-Navratilova

Abstract

Coherence, regarded as a context-based interpretative property of discourse, is a complex phenom-
enon encompassing conceptual connectedness, evaluative and dialogical consistency and textual 
relatedness. This paper focuses on topical coherence, which is related to the relevancy of the inter-
action to a discourse topic and is typically associated with thematic, action frame, spatio-temporal 
and participant continuity. The investigation is carried out on a corpus of opening addresses deliv-
ered in the UNESCO context, and explores how politicians try to impose on the audience an inter-
pretative perception of the semantic unity and purposefulness of their discourse which reflects their 
context-dependent communicative intentions. The analysis relates topical coherence to the rhetori-
cal structure of addresses and argues that topic continuity based on the hierarchy of discourse top-
ics, the pattern of thematic progression, and temporal, spatial and referential continuity, is closely 
interwoven with coherence on the interpersonal and textual planes of discourse.
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1  Introduction
Generally speaking, human interaction may be described as the cooperative process in 
which participants convey and interpret meanings, while striving to achieve their com-
municative intentions and to identify and react to the communicative intentions of others. 
What makes purposeful interaction possible is the endeavour of co-participants to construct 
and negotiate meanings encoded in a text so as to derive an understanding of the discourse 
which, if not identical for all interactants, overlaps sufficiently to make communication 
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possible. Coherence, defined here as the subjective perception of meaningfulness and pur-
posefulness of discourse, is a key aspect of discourse interpretation which encompasses 
conceptual connectedness, evaluative and dialogical consistency and textual relatedness. 

In political discourse the constitutive-of-reality potential of discourse (Wodak 1996, 
Miššíková 2007) enables the proponents of different ideologies1 to impose on others their 
interpretation of the world and to persuade the audience to accept their understanding of 
reality. Persuasion, defined as changing or affecting the beliefs or behaviour of others, 
and strengthening the existing beliefs or behaviour of those who already agree, the beliefs 
and behaviour of persuaders included (Virtanen and Halmari 2005), is closely related to 
coherence, since it is assumed that when communicating, the interactants are striving to 
achieve two goals: to be understood, and to make their audience think or act according to 
what is to be understood, although, obviously, the audience may comprehend the message 
without accepting and believing it (Sperber et al. 2010). Thus, in agreement with Sperber 
et al. (2010), the assessment of the trustworthiness of what is communicated can be seen 
as encompassing an assessment of the reliability of the speaker (source of information) and 
an assessment of the reliability of the content conveyed2. It follows that when delivering 
political speeches orators can enhance the persuasiveness of their rhetoric by representing 
themselves as a reliable source of information, i.e. as competent, honest and willing to 
share knowledge and beliefs with the audience, and by asserting the reliability of the con-
tent of what is said, which is to a large extent dependent on building up a coherent, well-
constructed argumentation in terms of topic continuity and assessment of the consistency 
of new information with background knowledge and previously processed information. 

This investigation into coherence in political discourse studies topical coherence 
in political speeches by analysing the management of discourse topic in relation to the 
rhetorical structure of the genre of opening addresses delivered by Directors-General of 
UNESCO at the opening of international conferences and meetings. My wider concern 
here is to consolidate my previous research on coherence in different genres of written 
and spoken discourse (e.g. Dontcheva-Navratilova 2007, 2009a, 2009b), while exploring 
the role of topical coherence in the complex interplay of ideational, interpersonal and tex-
tual meanings that partake in the building of up an interpretative perception of discourse 
coherence. 

2  Defining coherence 
Although research into different aspects of coherence has undoubtedly been central to 
developments in text and discourse analysis in the last three decades3, there are still diver-
gent  understandings of and approaches to this multifaceted phenomenon. It seems useful 
to conceive the variety of approaches to coherence as grouped into two major strands, a 
text-based and a discourse-based strand. Early investigations of coherence are associated 
primarily with the text-based strand, as the research was to a large extent confined to a 
static text-based formal approach according to which coherence, seen as a constitutive 
property of a text which distinguishes it from a non-text, is the product of textual con-
nectivity and cohesion. The discourse-based strand is related to the emergence of a more 
dynamic conceptualization of coherence, which is regarded as not inherent to a text and 
independent of cohesion4. According to this understanding, coherence is derived by the 
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co-participants in the process of interaction with the text and other discourse participants, 
i.e. discourse coherence is a potentially variable context-dependent, hearer/reader-oriented 
and comprehension-based, interpretative notion (Bublitz 1997, 2). It follows that while 
cohesion is a property of a text (a product of the process of communication which carries 
a meaning potential) realized by different grammatical and lexical devices which indi-
cate semantic relations, coherence is a property of discourse derived from a text in the 
process of human interaction (Seidlhofer and Widdowson 1997, 207) which is affected 
by the socio-cultural, situational and pragmatic context, the background knowledge and 
the interpersonal relationship of the interactants. It is therefore possible to conceptualize 
discourse coherence as an instantiation of the “interpretation potential” (Sarangi 2004) of a 
text, which is activated in the collaborative process of a particular interpretative decoding 
in which the interactants create their own discourse from the text by assigning it intention-
ality (not necessarily the one intended by the speaker/writer) and recreating its meaning 
(Dontcheva-Navratilova 2009b). 

While aligning itself with the dynamic view of coherence shared by the proponents of 
the discourse strand, the present research regards coherence as a multifaceted discourse 
property instantiated by interactants when negotiating and interpreting ideational, interper-
sonal and textual meanings encoded in text (cf. Halliday 1985). Consequently, discourse 
coherence is seen here as a complex phenomenon encompassing ‘propositional’ (Van Dijk 
1977) or ‘topical’ coherence (Giora 1985, 1997) on the ideational plane, ‘interactional’ 
(Stubbs 1983), ‘interpersonal’ (Fetzer 2008) or ‘evaluative’ coherence (Thompson and 
Zhou 2000) on the interpersonal plane, and cohesion on the textual plane (Halliday and 
Hasan 1976, 1989, Hoey 1991), all of which should be taken into consideration in the 
process of discourse interpretation. Since coherence is regarded as a scalar property, the 
degree of coherence perceived by an interactant on the three planes of discourse may vary 
according to context, genre and the purpose of discourse. Thus, while highly dialogic and 
interactive kinds of discourse (e.g. face-to-face conversation) where coherence is overtly 
negotiated “on the spot” (Povolná 2007, 108), are characterized by a greater prominence of 
evaluative coherence, in codified written genres (e.g. legal documents, newsreport) topic 
management and cohesion contribute the most to the perception of coherence. It should be 
noted that the specificity of the genre scrutinized in the present research resides in the fact 
that as planned, typically scripted texts intended for oral performance, opening addresses 
bear features of both written and spoken discourse and thus can be assumed to display 
most facets of discourse coherence.

3  Topical coherence
The term ‘topical coherence’, together with such headings as ‘semantic’, ‘propositional’, 
‘conceptual’, ‘referential’ and ‘logical’ coherence, is used to refer to coherence on the 
ideational plane of discourse associated with the organization of the discourse content in 
relation to a discourse topic, which is introduced, negotiated and ratified by interactants. 
This aspect of coherence is generally associated with thematic, spatio-temporal, action 
frame and participant continuity. Undoubtedly, this has been the most frequently explored 
aspect of coherence, typically considered in relation to cohesion devices available for the 
explicit marking of coherence. 
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Within a cognitive approach to discourse processing5, the perception of coherence is 
seen as resulting from the establishment of connections between concepts introduced in 
a text which are supported by inferences based on the activation of mental representa-
tions in the minds of the interactants (schemata, frames, scripts and scenarios6), who use 
their experience of the world and discourse processing when (re-)constructing meanings 
encoded in texts. These connections enable the participants to interpret the interaction as 
being about a discourse topic and thus to consider it as coherent, while the activation of 
high-level schemata provides an interpretative framework for discourse comprehension 
(e.g. Anderson et al. 1977, Van Dijk 1977, 1980). It should be noted that the elabora-
tion of a coherent mental representation during discourse comprehension comprises three 
steps: laying a foundation, mapping information onto a foundation7, and shifting to build 
new substructures (Gernsbacher 1997). This approach highlights the knowledge-based 
nature of discourse interpretation and supports the view that sequentiality, “the coherent 
structuring of sequenced utterances” (Meierkord and Fetzer 2002, 4), which involves the 
configuration of a whole from its constitutive parts within a sequence of cognitive states 
experienced by the participants in the process of interaction, is a key aspect of discourse 
processing.

While regarding the aboutness criterion as crucial for the perception of coherence, 
Giora (1985, 1997) relates discourse coherence to the notion of relevance (based on 
Grice’s maxim of relation), arguing that relevancy (to a discourse topic) does not obtain 
linearly between pairs of sentences8  (although she acknowledges that thematic unity of 
paragraphs is affected by the recurrence of sentence topics) but between a set of proposi-
tions and a discourse topic (Giora 1985, 705), also termed hyper-theme (cf. Daneš 1974, 
1995). Within this approach to discourse coherence, in an informative well-formed dis-
course all propositions are conceived as related to a discourse-topic proposition; moreover, 
each proposition in the sequence is expected to be more informative and thus less accessi-
ble than the previous one, while deviations from the relevance and graded informativeness 
principles are signalled explicitly by discourse markers. Obviously, this view is akin to the 
concept of given-new information processing as used by, e.g. Mathesius (1966), Halliday 
(1985) and Firbas (1975, 1992) to account for discourse interpretation. 

When considering the role of information structure in the perception of discourse 
coherence, the analyst should take into consideration two factors: the first is the degree 
of givenness of a piece of information, which is available to participants in a communica-
tion from the co-text, or is presupposed from the context or assumed shared knowledge; 
the second is the possibility of regarding a sentence as consisting of two complementary 
parts: the topic/theme and the focus/rheme. While the given-new distribution is more rel-
evant to the processing of extended discourses, where new information typically conveyed 
in the opening sections is developed in the following parts of the text, the theme-rheme 
distinction is essentially sentence-based and draws on the functional sentence perspective 
approach (Firbas 1992, Svoboda 1989), which posits the theme as the point of departure 
of the message and the rheme as coinciding with its most prominent or important point9. 

The interdependence of theme-rheme articulation and given-new information struc-
ture is evidenced by Daneš’s thematic progression theory (1974, 1995), which explicitly 
relates sentence/utterance themes to discourse topic in order to consider the contribution 
of utterances to the total communication process. While defining thematic progression as 
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“the choice and ordering of utterance themes, their mutual concatenation and hierarchy, as 
well as their relationship to hyperthemes of the superior text units (such as the paragraph, 
chapter...) to the whole text, and to the situation” (Daneš 1974, 113), Daneš distinguishes 
three major patterns of thematic progression, namely simple linear thematic progression 
with thematization of rhemes, thematic progression with a continuous theme, and thematic 
progression with a derived theme10. Drawing on Daneš’s approach, further developed by 
Martin (1992) and (Pípalová 2008a, 2008b), this investigation considers the relevance of 
sentence/utterance themes to discourse topic at the local level of paragraphs (Paragraph 
Themes), at the level of discourse segments longer than a paragraph (Textual Hypertheme) 
and at the global level of the discourse as a whole (Global Theme)11. It should be men-
tioned, however, that since in some cases content organization in relation to discourse 
topic may be genre-specific (Fries 1995) coherence may be derived on the basis of the 
function of a rhetorical move in the generic structure even if the relevance of the para-
graph/discourse segment topic to the global discourse topic is indirect.

The perception of topical coherence in discourse is enhanced if interactants can relate 
the individual propositions and larger segments of the discourse to a discourse topic on the 
basis of continuity of referents, action frames, time, location and logical relations hold-
ing between entities and actions in the mental representation of the text. It is generally 
considered (e.g. Van Dijk and Kintsch 1983, Givón 1995, 2001) that the continuity of 
referents, action frames, time and location is traceable in a text and potentially fostered by 
cohesion relations, i.e. by surface cues, which guide the text processor in the construction 
of a coherent mental representation of the text, which is affected by the cultural, discourse 
and specific shared knowledge of speaker/hearer. From the perspective of this research, 
which argues that topical coherence is closely interwoven with coherence on the interper-
sonal and textual planes of discourse, continuity of referents, action frames, time and loca-
tion are considered key aspects of ideational coherence, since, being explicitly marked by 
cohesion devices, they interact with coherence on the interpersonal plane through catego-
rization and evaluation of referents and events, and through presenting time and location 
as distal or proximal to the speaker and the audience. 

4  Rhetorical structure of opening addresses
This investigation explores a relatively neglected genre of political discourse – diplo-
matic opening addresses delivered by high officials of an intergovernmental organization 
at international meetings and conferences. Obviously, the highly conventionalized insti-
tutional context imposes considerable constraints on the interpretative potential of texts 
(Dontcheva-Navratilova 2007, 129) and on the issues discussed, which typically reflect 
conflicts of interest over important world issues and the cooperative efforts of govern-
ments to resolve these conflicts, while promoting institutional worldviews across differ-
ent cultures. Similarly to all political speeches, opening addresses given by the Director-
General of UNESCO have the macro-communicative purpose of persuading the audience 
to accept the speaker’s understanding of reality and of supporting the ideologically biased 
views and policy he/she suggests (Dedaić 2006, 700). Nevertheless, due to their symbolic 
and ritualistic character, these addresses differ from the majority of political speeches in 
that they do not have the ulterior aim of persuading the audience to vote for the speaker 
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or the party he/she represents. As a result, the rhetorical genre of opening addresses can 
be defined as epideictic oratory for ceremonial occasions (Donahue and Prosser 1997, 4). 
Although opening addresses may include deliberative aspects, they are essentially char-
acterized by a focus on the present (though they may recall past events and point to the 
future), a high personal involvement and an evaluative treatment of people, actions and 
events by emphasizing praise or blame. The ritualistic function of these speeches is to 
assert the institutional commitment to the issue at hand and to establish the ideological 
framework within which the event is taking place. 

The material12 analysed qualitatively in this study comprises thirty speeches (approx. 
50,000 words) delivered by three politicians from different cultural backgrounds13 who 
were the last to complete their tenure as Director-General of UNESCO, namely Amadou-
Mahtar M’Bow (Senegal, term of office: 1974-1987), Federico Mayor Zaragoza (Spain, 
term of office: 1987–1999), Koïchiro Matsuura (Japan, Director-General of UNESCO 
term of office: 1999–2009). 

Since as stated above in some cases topical coherence may be derived on the basis 
of the function of a rhetorical move in the generic structure, it is important to discuss the 
rhetorical structure of opening addresses. Drawing on Dontcheva-Navratilova 2009c, the 
genre of opening addresses can be seen as comprising seven basic moves which reflect the 
specific communicative purposes which the rhetoric is intended to achieve:

1. Salutation – The purpose of the opening section is to create social relations and 
to draw the attention of the audience to the importance of the event. Although the 
salutation may not be directly related to the global topic of the speech, it aims at 
stressing the involvement of the speaker and UNESCO with the audience and with 
the event.

2. Asserting centrality of the issue – While asserting the commitment of UNESCO to 
the event, this move supports the audience’s allegiance to the ideology and aims of 
the organization and stresses the importance of the issue it deals with.

3. Introducing the situation – The third rhetorical move consists of an evaluative 
description of the situation, process or event of regional or international impor-
tance from the perspective of the institutional ideology, which is presented as 
shared by the speaker and the audience. 

4. Indicating a problem – The following three moves are typical of addresses of 
deliberative character. While the description of the problem is intended to high-
light its urgency, the basic assumption underlying the problem evaluation is that 
the audience shares the speaker’s assessment.

5. Suggesting a solution to the problem – Apart from suggesting interventional meas-
ures, in this move the speaker strives to motivate the necessity of urgent action to 
achieve common goals.

6. Evaluating the contribution of the event – The purpose of this move is to assess 
the role of the event in furthering the aims of UNESCO and of the regional or 
international community.

7. Closure – The last move of opening addresses has the interpersonal function of 
wishing the event success and closing the interaction.
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5  Management of discourse topic 
Since topical coherence is regarded here as a collaborative achievement on the part of the 
discourse participants, who introduce, negotiate and ratify discourse topics, while relying 
on their experience of the world and discourse processing, the analysis of the management 
of discourse topic in opening addresses is considered to be in close association with the 
rhetorical structure of the genre. The assumption taken as a starting point for this inves-
tigation is that the construction of a coherent mental representation in discourse process-
ing requires the interpretation of explicit (cohesion) and implicit (inferences) cues, which 
enable interactants to check whether incoming information coheres with previously pro-
cessed information  (cf. Gernsbacher 1997). Thus when delivering a speech the orators try 
to guide the audience towards an intended understanding of the discourse by engaging in 
framing (Donahue and Prosser 1997, 36), i.e. the use of cues guiding the listeners through 
the content and its arrangement in discourse, thus facilitating the mapping of incoming 
information onto background knowledge and previously processed information in dis-
course. There are two kinds of frames: the outer frames comprise topic indicators, par-
ticipant alignments, content summation and final closure; the inner frames are associated 
with cohesion and metadiscourse devices helping the listeners to grasp the purpose, con-
tent and organization of discourse. As this approach provides an opportunity to highlight 
the interdependence of meanings at ideational, interpersonal and textual level in deriving 
coherence from a text, it is used as a basis for the following analysis of the management 
of discourse topic and rhetorical structure in opening addresses delivered by Directors-
General14 of UNESCO.

5.1  Introducing the discourse topic 
Topical coherence is established on the basis of the relevance of propositions in discourse 
to a hierarchy of micro-level and macro-level discourse topics (Daneš 1995). Research into 
discourse comprehension (e.g. Giora 1997) has shown that discourse processing is facili-
tated by introducing the discourse topic or Global theme in initial position, for instance 
in the form of a title or heading introducing the text, and/or in the opening sections of the 
discourse. 

Since the discourse topics of opening addresses are contextually given by the topics 
of the conferences or meetings to which the speech is addressed, they can be regarded as 
highly context-dependent and therefore available in the mind of the participants in the 
event. It is relevant to mention here that titles of published texts of opening addresses are 
highly informative, as they introduce the event itself, including the time and place of the 
occasion and its position in the sequence of thematically related events, and the discourse 
topic/Global theme which appears under the form of the title of the event embedded in the 
title of the speech, as in: 

(1a) Address on the occasion of the First Session of Conference of Par-
ties to the International Convention against Doping in Sport, 
UNESCO, 5 February 2007 (Matsuura, DG/2007/009)
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(1b) Address on the occasion of the opening of the Second South-North Human 
Genome Conference, Beijing, 7 November 1994 (Mayor, DG/94/38)

(1c) Address on the occasion of the Fifth General Assembly of States Par-
ties to the Convention for the Protection of World Cultural and Natu-
ral Heritage, Sofia, 4 November 1985 (M’Bow, DG/85/35)

An analysis of the complex noun phrases in (1a,b,c) above from the point of view of 
theme-rheme articulation (cf. Svoboda 1989) suggests that they are characterized by a 
gradual rise of communicative dynamism15. While the head of the noun phrase is contextu-
ally bound, the high point of the message is the conference topic, as the place and time of 
the event may be regarded as appended and not forming an integral part of the title.

Despite the contextually motivated predictability of the conference topic, during oral 
delivery the Director-General typically refers explicitly to the occasion and its topic in 
the very first sentence of the salutation part of his speech, which follows a sequence of 
forms of address; thus the conference or meeting and the issue it deals with are explicitly 
established as the discourse topic (Global theme) of the opening address (2a,b,c). Symp-
tomatic is the use of the demonstrative this, associated with introducing of a new topic in 
discourse, to mark proximity and thus also involvement and solidarity.

(2a) I am pleased and honoured to participate in this opening ceremony of the 
Second UNESCO/ECOWAS Joint Commission. (Matsuura, DG/2006/92)

(2b) I am delighted to be with you for the opening of this Second South-North 
Human Genome Conference. (Mayor, DG/94/38)

(2c) It is an honour and a pleasure for me to be with you at this eighth ses-
sion of the General Conference of ALECSO. (M’Bow, DG/85/42)

The formulaic sequence opening the speeches (It is my honour and pleasure to welcome 
you…, I am delighted to be with you…, It is an honour and a pleasure for me to be with 
you…) expresses personal involvement and may be regarded as a marker of the beginning 
of a coherent discourse fragment (Brown and Yule 1983, 67), which is easily recognized 
and thus facilitates discourse processing for the audience. The explicit indicators of shared 
spatio-temporal setting positioning the audience in the deictic centre of the speaker, sets 
coherent spatial and temporal frames for the discourse. It should be reiterated here that 
while indicating explicitly the macro-level discourse topic, the salutation part of open-
ing addresses has primarily an interpersonal function. Apart from opening the channel of 
communication and creating common ground, it is related to the assertion of the authority 
of the speaker to interpret the topic and to position the self and others in specific relation-
ships (Chilton and Schäfner 1997), which is guaranteed by the authority vested in him as 
Director-General of UNESCO. Thus the speaker endeavours to lay the foundation for the 
legitimization of the institutional ideology he represents, which should allow him not only 
to make the audience understand his message, but also to persuade them to believe it.

An analysis of the salutation of the speech delivered by Mayor at the Third Interna-
tional Symposium of the World Heritage Cities in Bergen, Norway, (3) shows that the 
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opening paragraph not only introduces the discourse topic, i.e. activities of the Organi-
zation of World Heritage Cities, but also contributes to the credibility of the speaker by 
showing his long-lasting involvement with the organization. Coherence is enhanced by 
temporal indicators (two years ago and again today) signalling continuity and by relat-
ing locations to the discourse topic by an implied link based on knowledge shared by 
the members of the UNESCO discourse community that Bergen, thanks to its historical 
part Bryggen, is, like Fez, on the list of World Heritage Cities. From the point of view of 
theme-rheme articulation, this initial paragraph can be interpreted as displaying a thematic 
progression pattern typical of salutations based on continuous theme, which positions the 
speaker, indicated by the first-person pronoun I, as a point of departure of the message 
which is oriented towards a rhematic discourse topic exponent, e.g. at the official launch-
ing of the Organization of World Heritage Cities (OWHC). 

(3) Two years ago I had the pleasure of being present in Fez at the offi-
cial launching of the Organization of World Heritage Cities (OWHC). 
I am delighted to be with you again today in another beautiful city, 
whose living past is preserved in the site of Bryggen, protected under 
UNESCO’s World Heritage Convention. (Mayor, DG/95/28)

The continuity of referents is typically enhanced by cohesive relations holding between 
the personal pronouns and nominal reference tokens, including shell-nouns referring to 
the participants and the event itself. For instance, in Matsuura’s address delivered at UN 
headquarters (4) the Director-General pays tribute to the involvement of Mrs Anan, with 
the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development, while reintroducing the discourse 
topic by the shell-nouns event and subject highlighted by the proximal marker this. The 
cohesive chain based on occurrences of the deictic personal pronoun I referring to the 
speaker marks strong personal involvement supported by mental-process verbs (know, 
appreciate) and adjectives and adverbs expressing emphasis and intensification (how 
delighted I am, I know and I very much appreciate). In addition, the cohesive chain refer-
ring to Mrs Anan associates her with the discourse topic, while presenting the speaker and 
the audience as sharing common attitudes and goals.

(4) It is a great pleasure and honour for me to address you on the occa-
sion of the launch of the United Nations Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development (DESD), 2005-2014. Let me first say how 
delighted I am to be joined at this event by Mrs Nane Annan, wife of 
the UN Secretary-General; I know this is a subject she cares about 
deeply and I very much appreciate her interest and support. 

 I am very pleased to see that all four members of the High-Level Panel that 
I convened to advise UNESCO on the Decade are with us here today: Pre-
sident Konaré, who heads the Commission of the African Union; Mr Carl 
Lindberg of Sweden; Dr Arima, who is representing the Japanese Gover-
nment, which sponsored the UN General Assembly resolution establishing 
the Decade; and Professor Steven Rockefeller, who kindly moderated the 
Expert Panel held earlier this afternoon. Dr Arima and Professor Rockefeller 
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will also speak at this launching ceremony, as will Mrs Rima Salah, who 
represents our sister agency UNICEF.  (Matsuura, DG/2005/036)

In the second paragraph of this salutation (4), Matsuura extends the scope of officials 
to whom he pays credit and thanks them for their allegiance to the ideas and aims of 
UNESCO. Apart from the continuity of the spatio-temporal setting (the here-and-now of 
the event), a coherent transition at paragraph boundary is assured by a pattern of the-
matic progression with continuous theme (the speaker indicated by the personal pronoun 
I), which is established after the extraposed subject structure used in the initial sentence 
of the first paragraph, and extended into the second paragraph. In addition, the second 
paragraph of the salutation reintroduces in the rhematic part of the sentence the individu-
als referred to by vocative address forms at the beginning of the address. By indicating 
their institutional affiliation and commitment to the Decade on Education for Sustainable 
Development and participation in the event this part of the salutation is coherently related 
to the discourse topic. 

From the analysis of the first rhetorical move of opening addresses, it is clear that the 
contextually-given Global theme is typically introduced explicitly in the salutation; in the 
case of extended salutations, discourse segment topics tend to develop along a thematic 
progression with constant theme anchored with the speaker. As the primary purpose of the 
salutation is not to develop the discourse topic, but to negotiate interpersonal relations and 
enhance speaker credibility, topical coherence is to a large extent derived on the basis of 
the function of this rhetorical move in the generic structure and is closely interwoven with 
evaluative coherence on the interpersonal plane of discourse, which is related to partici-
pant alignment and establishing common ground. In addition, the continuity of referents 
and the indication of the time and location of the event contribute to the perception of 
coherence on the ideational plane of discourse, which is enhanced by cohesion relations 
pertaining to the textual plane of discourse. 

5.2  Argumentation structure
In the main argumentation part of opening addresses, which comprises rhetorical moves 
two to seven, the management of discourse topic depends on the issue under consideration 
and the persuasion strategy selected by the speaker for the evaluative treatment of con-
cepts, people, actions and events by emphasizing praise or blame. 

As to the hierarchical organization of topic continuity, paragraph themes are generally 
derived from the Global theme of the whole speech, with topic shifts occurring with every 
change of rhetorical move. As pointed out by Dontcheva-Navratilova (2009c), major topic 
shifts at rhetorical move boundaries are typically indicated by the vocative Ladies and 
Gentlemen, which at the same time checks that the channel is open and promotes con-
tinuous interpersonal contact. Thus in Matsuura’s address to the Joint UNESCO/ECOWAS 
Commission (5), the vocative, together with the first-person imperative Let me, signalling 
an upcoming aspect of the text (Carter and McCarthy 2006, 288), and the personal pronoun 
you directly addressing the audience, draw the attention of the listeners to the importance 
of cooperation and action in Africa and to UNESCO’s activities, i.e. the discourse seg-
ments topic (UNESCO’s approach to cooperation and action in Africa), which is directly 
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connected by the relation of specification to the Global theme (joint projects of UNESCO 
and ECOWAS, i.e. Economic Community of West African States), thus explicitly marking 
a coherent transition to the rhetorical move ‘claiming centrality of the issue’, while relat-
ing it to the programme and activities of UNESCO.

(5) Ladies and Gentlemen,
 Let me first of all briefly remind you of UNESCO’s approach to the crucial 

question of cooperation and action in Africa. Since the inception of the Afri-
can Union and the NEPAD programme, UNESCO has sought to align its work 
with the development goals of the region. We have strengthened our colla-
boration with ECOWAS and other regional economic communities. We have 
also supported the African Union Commission in the elaboration and imple-
mentation of programmes that lie within our competence – namely: education, 
science, culture and communication. This support was recently demonstrated 
in our active participation at the 6th African Union Summit, held in January 
2006 in Khartoum, whose special theme was education and culture. Major 
decisions were taken at this Forum, including the launching of the Second 
Decade of Education in Africa, the foundation of the African Fund for World 
Heritage, the Declaration of 2006 as the Year of African Languages, and the 
agreement on an updated Language Plan of Action for Africa. We are now 
in the process of assisting the African Union Commission in developing the 
operational plan for the Second Decade of Education. I am sure this issue 
will constitute one of the core themes of discussion at next month’s third Con-
ference of Ministers of Education in Ouagadougou. (Matsuura, DG/2006/092)

An important aspect of topical coherence in this extract is the indication of the continu-
ous involvement of UNESCO with the development of the Africa region; as a result, the 
paragraph is organized along a temporal axe relating coherently past activities to present 
actions and future plans. The lexical items identifying the activities enumerated by the 
Director-General form a cohesive chain of co-specification stretching across the whole 
paragraph. UNESCO, referred to by the institutional exclusive we, is established as the 
thematic agentive subject in most of the sentences making up the paragraph; the active 
position of the institutional subject towards these activities implies highly positive evalu-
ation of the development of the Africa region and of the collaboration of UNESCO with 
the Africa region and related organizations. The next sentence is marked by a change of 
the thematic element (this support) and the pattern of thematic progression. The strong 
statement of the argument that UNESCO has sought to align its work with the development 
goals of the region is elaborated on in the following two sentences, by specifying that this 
encompasses collaboration with ECOWAS and other regional economic communities and 
expressing support for programmes of the African Union Commission. The replacement of 
the progression with continuous theme by linear thematic progression, which establishes 
a rhematic element of the preceding utterance as the theme of the following utterance 
(this support), enables the orator to specify the involvement of the organization in the 
operational plan for the Second Decade of Education in Africa: this support refers ana-
phorically to the predicate of the previous sentence, while reference to the African Union 
Summit (at this forum) relates coherently the decisions taken at the forum, enumerated in 
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the final non-finite clause, to present action, i.e. the assistance provided by UNESCO in 
developing the operational plan for the Second Decade of Education. The shift to present 
action and future plans is indicated by a return to the initial thematic progression pattern 
using the institutional agent (we) as theme, while in the last sentence, the personal struc-
ture indicating a high degree of certainty (I am sure) strengthens the persuasiveness of 
the argumentation.  It is obvious that apart from the patterns of thematic progression and 
the coherent temporal and action frames, the coherence of the argumentation is promoted 
by cohesive chains based on reiteration (e.g. UNESCO–we, Africa–region; collabora-
tion–support–the process of assisting; summit–forum–conference) and collocation (e.g. 
competence–education–science–culture–communication).

Another example of the use of a temporal frame organizing the argumentation part 
of an opening address is provided by the speech delivered by M’Bow on the occasion of 
the Commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of UNESCO. The character of the event 
predetermines the Global theme – defining and praising the ideology, mission and purpose 
of the organization – which is anchored in a coherent temporal frame outlining the mis-
sion and activities of UNESCO over the forty-year period of its existence. As (6) below 
illustrates, in the opening of the argumentation the speaker argues for the importance of 
the set of values promoted by UNESCO and supports the trustworthiness of the position 
claimed by frequent quotes from the Constitution of the organization, a document signed 
by all member states and thus considered  to represent shared attitudes and beliefs.

(6) Forty years ago, just a few weeks after the end of the Second World 
War, the Conference of the Allied Ministers of Education, which 
was to adopt the Constitution of UNESCO, met in London.

 To the terrible toll of six years of desolation and death that the world had just expe-
rienced was now added the threat foreshadowed by the explosion of the two atomic 
bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Over the ruins of the anni hilated cities, in the 
grief present everywhere, and confronted by the pros pect of new forms of mass des-
truction, the International community became aware of the collective responsibilities 
which it would have to shoulder in order to preserve the future of the species.

 UNESCO’s Constitution conveys both the concerns and hopes of man-
kind at this decisive turning point in its history. It does not merely call for 
the establishment of a just and lasting peace; it sets out the conditions that 
are vital for its advent and the bases of its continuing consolidation.

 It starts with the fundamental statement: “That since wars begin in the minds of 
men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed”.

 It states in greater detail: “That a peace based exclusively upon the poli-
tical and economic arrange ments of governments would not be a peace 
which could secure the unanimous, lasting and sincere support of the peo-
ples of the world, and that the peace must therefore be founded, if it is not 
to fail, upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind”.

 And it declares, consequently, that: “the States Parties to this Constitution, belie-
ving in full and equal opportunities for education for all, in the unrestricted 
pursuit of objective truth, and in the free exchange of ideas and knowledge, are 
agreed and determined to develop and to increase the means of communi cation 
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between their peoples and to employ these means for the purposes of mutual 
understanding and a truer and more perfect knowledge of each other’s lives”.

 Within the framework of the United Nations system that had just been 
set up, UNESCO was thus given the task of advancing international 
peace and the common welfare of mankind through ‘the educational and 
scientific and cultural relations of the peoples of the world’ – in other 
words, international intel lectual co-operation. (M’Bow, DG/85/41)

The first paragraph, referring to the signing of the founding documents of the organiza-
tion in London in 1946, relates explicitly the establishment of UNESCO to the end of 
the Second World War and indicates the purpose of UNESCO as stated in its constitution 
as the discourse segment topic. In the second paragraph, which sets the context, the the-
matic parts of the sentences depict the effects of war, mentioning in particular the atomic 
bombs used at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, thus assigning the bombing the status of shared 
knowledge and assuming a shared negative evaluation of war and its effects, enhanced 
by expressive vocabulary items (the terrible toll of six years of desolation and death, 
the threat foreshadowed by the explosion of the two atomic bombs, the ruins of the anni-
hilated cities, grief, new forms of mass destruction), which are connected by cohesive rela-
tions (e.g. Hiroshima and Nagasaki–annihilated cities; atomic bombs–new forms of mass 
destruction). The use of a linear thematic progression pattern permits the speaker to move 
gradually from the terrors of war to the highlighting of a newly-gained awareness of the 
collective responsibility of mankind for its future, which is presented as a matter of life or 
death (to preserve the future of the species). 

The discourse segment topic of the third paragraph is the Constitution of UNESCO 
and the values it promotes. The Constitution of UNESCO is also the thematic element 
of the rest of the extract, organized by a pattern of thematic progression with continuous 
theme, enhanced by cohesive chains anchored in parallelism (it does not merely call–it sets 
out–it starts with–it states–it declares). The persuasiveness of the speech is strengthened 
by a strong statement of the orator’s argument that UNESCO’s constitution conveys the 
hopes of mankind for peace, which is supported by a sequence of quotes from the text of 
the constitution of UNESCO praising values and actions central to the ideology of the 
organization – peace; unanimous, lasting and sincere support of the peoples of the world; 
intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind; full and equal opportunities for education 
for all; unrestricted pursuit of objective truth; free exchange of ideas and knowledge; 
mutual understanding; international peace; common welfare of mankind. These are in 
striking contrast to the description of war and destruction at the beginning of the extract. 
By claiming that the constitution of UNESCO not only expresses the hopes of humankind, 
but also sets out the conditions that are vital for its advent and the bases of its continuing 
consolidation, M’Bow seems to invite the listener to infer that UNESCO may be regarded 
as an instrument for the safeguarding of peace, a view which is much more explicitly 
stated at the very end of the extract, where he states that within the United Nations sys-
tem UNESCO was thus given the task of advancing international peace and the common 
welfare of mankind through intellectual cooperation, a task which might be regarded as 
essentially political. It should be mentioned, however, that this politicized understanding 
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of international intellectual cooperation was not shared by the governments of some West-
ern countries and in some cases resulted in their withdrawal from the organization. 

Before moving on to a discussion of the closure rhetorical move, it should be noted 
that this analysis has shown that topical coherence in the argumentation part of addresses is 
constructed on the basis of selected pattern(s) of thematic progression supported by cohe-
sive chains and implied or explicitly marked coherence relations. The continuity of the 
evaluative treatment of participants, actions and events, signalled by the use of expressive 
and evaluative lexical items and by their presentation as proximal or distal to the speaker 
and the institutional ideology he represents, is another proof of the close association of 
topical coherence with evaluative coherence on the interpersonal plane of discourse.

5.3  Evaluation and closure 
The last two rhetorical moves – evaluation and closure – have a conclusive function and 
may be closely interwoven. In (7), a coherent transition to the evaluation move is signalled 
by the explicit metadiscourse marker I should like to conclude, which attracts the atten-
tion of the audience to the forthcoming end of the interaction and to the importance of the 
evaluative part of the speech marked by a high level of subjectivity indicated by markers 
of personal involvement (I should like, I also wish, I wish, I am convinced). By the use of a 
tie back underlined by the expression once more, the speaker reintroduces the conference 
as the Global discourse topic, expresses gratitude to the host country (Chinese scientists, 
Chinese authorities) and thus signals the upcoming closure move, which in this particular 
case is merged with the second paragraph of the evaluation.

(7) I should like to conclude by underlining once more the impor-
tance of this present Conference for a better sharing of knowledge 
and for the strengthening and development of the ability of nations 
to innovate and shape their own infrastructure in such a vita-
lly important area of research as the human genome. 

 I also wish to express my gratitude to Chinese scientists and the Chinese 
authorities for having agreed to host the Conference and for all the facilities 
they have provided to the participants. I wish this Conference every success, 
and I am convinced that it marks the beginning of a new chapter in interna-
tional co-operation in the biological sciences under UNESCO’s auspices.

 Thank you. (Mayor, DG/94/38)

Similarly to the salutation, the last and very brief rhetorical move in addresses – the clo-
sure – is primarily associated with interpersonal coherence related to phatic and expres-
sive meanings, and is not directly related to the discourse topic. The act of thanking is a 
conventional indication of the end of a speech. 

6  Conclusion
Since credibility and persuasion are results of coherent discourse (Fetzer 2002: 185), the 
study of coherence in political speeches is an essential aspect of the analysis of political 
discourse. This investigation into topical coherence in opening addresses has evidenced 



123

Olga Dontcheva-Navratilova • Topical coherence in political speeches

that the management of discourse topic in association with cohesion relations contributes 
decisively to the construction of both global and local coherence by involving language 
features pertaining to all planes of discourse. In addition, the findings of the investigation 
have proved that in opening addresses the management of discourse topic is to a large 
extent dependent on the rhetorical structure of the genre, since in the case of the salutation 
and the closure move the relation of the section topic to the global discourse topic may be 
indirect.

More specifically, the analysis has shown that while coherence on the ideational and 
textual planes of discourse is enhanced by the hierarchy of discourse topics, topic conti-
nuity based on the pattern of thematic progression, temporal and referential continuity, 
coherent topic shifts at discourse segment and rhetorical move boundaries, the related con-
tinuous alignment of the speaker with the audience and consistent expression of evaluative 
judgements and attitudes from the point of view of the institutional ideology contribute to 
the perception of coherence on the interpersonal plane of discourse. It has therefore been 
confirmed that coherence is a multifaceted discourse property resulting from the interplay 
of ideational, interpersonal and textual meanings partaking in discourse interpretation.

Notes
1 This research adopts the understanding of ideology suggested by critical linguists, which 

regards ideology as the way a social group or a society views objects existing in its world, explains 
how the world functions, and assigns values to these objects and processes (Fowler 1986, 11). This 
approach approximates to that of CDA, which sees ideology as a modality of power (Fairclaugh 
2006, Reisigl and Wodak 2001).

2 Sperber et al.’s (2010) approach to discourse processing is based on the concepts of epis-
temic trust and vigilance which account for the way in which information is processed in human 
communication. According to this approach, from a very early age human beings use a number of 
cognitive mechanisms to avoid being accidentally or intentionally misinformed and to ensure that 
communication remains advantageous despite the risk of deception.

3 For various definitions and approaches to coherence see, e.g. Halliday and Hasan (1976, 
1989), Widdowson (1978), Van Dijk (1980), Beaugrande and Dressler (1981), Brown and Yule 
(1983), Hobbs (1985), Sanders et al. (1992), Campbell (1995), Hoey (1991, 2000), Giora (1985, 
1997), Bublitz (1997), Kehler (2004), Dontcheva-Navratilova and Povolná (2009).

4 On the relationship between coherence and cohesion, see, e.g. Enkvist (1978, 110), Hoey 
(1991, 3), Thompson (1994, 63), Hellman (1995, 193), Tanskanen (2006, 21), Povolná (2007, 108), 
Dontcheva-Navratilova (2007, 128).

5 This approach is shared by most researchers working in the field of discourse comprehension 
and memory storage, e.g. Giora (1985, 1988, 1997, 1998), Givón (1983, 1995), Van Dijk (1977, 
1980, 1995), Van Dijk and Kintsch (1983), Gernsbacher (1997).

6 It should be noted that there are various approaches to the representation of knowledge of 
the world, e.g. Minsky’s (1975) frame theory, which defines frames as stereotyped situations stored 
in memory, Van Dijk’s (1977) schemata, conceptualized as high-level knowledge structures which 
may be affected by cultural and social background variables, and Johnson-Laird’s (1983) and 
Kintsch and Van Dijk’s (1983) mental models.
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7 In the mapping stage, discourse interpretation is based on various explicit (cohesion) and 
implicit (inferences) cues available to the participants through their experience of the world and 
their experience in discourse processing, to check whether incoming information coheres with pre-
viously processed information.

8 This view is also supported by Levinson (1983, 315), who applies it to conversational dis-
course, arguing that “topical coherence is something constructed across turns by collaboration of 
participants” (original emphasis).

9 Within the functional sentence perspective approach as understood by Firbas (1992) and 
Svoboda (1989), theme-rheme articulation depends on the degree of communicative dynamism 
carried by a sentence element.  The theme is constituted by foundation-laying elements and the 
rheme by non-transitional core-constituting elements (the non-thematic part of the clause is further 
sub-divided into transition and rheme). The functional role of sentence elements is determined by 
the interplay of four factors defining the functional perspective of the sentence, i.e. linear modifica-
tion, context, semantics and intonation (for spoken language only).

10 The three types of thematic progression are defined as follows: simple linear thematic pro-
gression with thematization of rhemes is used when the rheme of each utterance becomes the theme 
of the following utterance; thematic progression with a continuous theme occurs when the same 
theme appears in a sequence of utterances; and thematic progression with a derived theme is present 
when utterance themes are derived from a hypertheme, the paragraph or discourse theme (Daneš 
1974). Of course, the three basic patterns may be combined in different ways. Some patterns of the-
matic progression tend to be genre-specific and are characterized by consistent lexico-grammatical 
realizations of the theme (e.g. Nwogu and Bloor 1991, Ghadessy 1995, Dontcheva-Navratilova 
2009).

11 It is a convention to use upper-case letters to refer to the macrostructural phenomenon and 
thus to differentiate it from the microstructural sentence/clause theme, as defined within the func-
tional sentence perspective framework.

12 This corpus has been described in detail in my previous research (e.g. Dontcheva-Navrati-
lova 2009b, 2010).

13 Since none of the politicians is a native speaker of English, it is important to note that all 
speeches included in the corpus are considered to have native speaker fluency (they are marked as 
“English version original”). It is also evident that although the Directors-General are the acknowl-
edged authors of the addresses, both in terms of content and rhetorical style, some preparatory work 
on the speeches was done by teams of advisers.

14 Since all Directors-General whose speeches are included in this research are men, in the fol-
lowing analysis they will be referred to by the pronoun he.

5 According to Svoboda (1989), complex noun phrases can be analyzed as a fusion of the 
two basic semantic scales used in functional sentence perspective analyses: the presentation scale, 
which is oriented towards the phenomenon presented on the scene or the setting, and the quality 
scale, which is oriented towards the quality and/or its specifications. Thus in complex noun phrases 
the quality bearer functions at the same time as phenomenon presented on the scene, while the high 
point of the message typically coincides with postmodifying elements.



125

Olga Dontcheva-Navratilova • Topical coherence in political speeches

Bibliography
Anderson, Richard C., Ralph E. Reynolds, Diane L. Schallert, and Ernest T. Goetz. “Frame-

works for comprehending discourse.” American Educational Research Journal 14. 
4 (1977): 367–381.

Beaugrande, Robert de, and Wolfgang Dressler. Introduction to Text Linguistics. London: 
Longman, 1981.

Brown, Gillian, and George Yule. Discourse Analysis. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1983.

Bublitz, Wolfram. “Introduction: Views on coherence.” Coherence in Spoken and Written 
Discourse. Eds. Bublitz, Wolfram, Uta Lenk and Eija Ventola. Amsterdam, Phila-
delphia: John Benjamins, 1997. 1–7.

Campbell, Kim S. Coherence, Continuity and Cohesion: Theoretical Foundations for 
Document Design. New York, London: Routledge, 1995 [2008].

Carter, Ronald and Michael McCarthy (2006) Cambridge Grammar of English, Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 

Chilton, Paul and Christina Schäfner (1997) ‘Discourse and politics.’ In: Van Dijk, T. A. 
(ed.) Discourse as social interaction. London: Sage. 206–230.

Daneš, František. “Functional sentence perspective and the organization of the text.” 
Papers of Functional Sentence Perspective. Ed. František Daneš. Prague: Aca-
demia, 1974. 106–128.

---. “Paragraph – A central unit of the thematic and compositional build-up of texts.” 
Organization in Discourse. Proceedings from the Turku Conference. Eds. Warwick, 
Britta, Sanna-Kaisa Tanskanen and Risto Hiltunen. Turku: University of Turku, 
1995.

Dedaíć, Mirjana N. “Political speeches and persuasive argumentation.” Encyclopedia of 
Language and Linguistics. Vol. 9. Ed. Keith Brown. Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2006. 
700–707.

Donahue, Ray T., and Michael H. Prosser. Diplomatic Discourse: International Conflict 
at the United Nations – Addresses and Analysis. Greenwich, CT, London: Ablex 
Publishing Corporation, 1997. 

Dontcheva-Navratilova, Olga. “On coherence in written discourse.” Complexity and 
Coherence: Approaches to Linguistic Research and Language Teaching. REAL 
Studies 3. Eds. Schmied, Josef, Christoph Haase, and Renata Povolná. Göttingen: 
Cuvillier Verlag, 2007. 127–145.

---. Analysing Genre: The Colony Text of UNESCO Resolutions. Brno: Masarykova Uni-
versita, 2009a.

---. “Building up discourse coherence: Creating identities in political speeches.” Coher-
ence and Cohesion in Spoken and Written Discourse. Eds. Dontcheva-Navratilova, 
Olga, and Renata Povolná. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 
2009b. 97–119.

---. “Interpersonal meanings in the genre of diplomatic addresses.” Brno studies in English 
35.2, 2009c: 129–143.

---. „Strategic forms of other-reference in political speeches.“ In: Witczak-Plisiecka, Iwona 
(ed.) Pragmatic Perspectives on Language and Linguistics, Vol. 2. Pragmatics of 



126

LINGUISTICS AND TRANSLATION STUDIES

Semantically-Restricted Domains. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Pub-
lishing, 2010. 79-99.

Dontcheva-Navratilova, Olga, and Renata Povolná, eds. Coherence and Cohesion in Spo-
ken and Written Discourse. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 
2009.

Fairclough, Norman. “Semiosis, ideology and mediation: A dialectical view.” Mediating 
Ideology in Text and Image. Eds. Lassen, Inger, Jeanne Strunck, and Torben Vester-
gaard. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 2006. 19–35.

Enkvist, Nils E. “Coherence, pseudo-coherence, and non-coherence.” Cohesion and 
Semantics. Reports on Text Linguistics. Ed. Jan-Ola Ostman. Åbo: Åbo Akademi, 
1978. 131–143.

Fetzer, Anita. “‘Put bluntly, you have something of a credibility problem’: Sincerity and 
credibility in political interviews.” Politics as Text and Talk. Analytic Approaches to 
Political Discourse. Eds. Chilton, Paul, and Christina Schäfner. Amsterdam: John 
Benjamins, 2002. 173–202.

---. “Theme zones in English media discourse: Forms and functions.” Journal of Pragmat-
ics 40 (2008): 1543–1568.

Firbas, Jan. “On the thematic and non-thematic section of the sentence.” Style and Text: 
Studies Presented to Nils Erik Enkvist. Ed. Haakan Ringbom. Stockholm: Skriptor 
and Turku: Åbo Akademi, 1975. 317–334.

---. Functional Sentence Perspective in Written and Spoken Communication. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1992.

Fowler, Roger. Linguistic Criticism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986.
Fries, Peter. “A personal view of theme.” Thematic Development in English Texts. Ed. 

Mohsen  Ghadessy. London, New York: Pinter Publishers, 1995. 1–19.
Gernsbacher, Morton Ann. ‘Coherence cues mapping during comprehension.’ In: Coster-

mans, Jean snd Michel Fayol (eds) Processing Interclausal Relationships: Studies 
in the Production and Comprehension of Text. Manwah, New Jersey: Lawrence 
Erlbaum, 1997. 3-22.

Ghadessy, Mohsen. “Thematic development and its relationship to registers and genres.” 
Thematic Development in English Texts. Ed. Mohsen Ghadessy. London, New York: 
Pinter Publishers, 1995. 129–145.

Giora, Rachel. “Notes towards a theory of coherence.” Poetics Today 6.4 (1985): 699–716.
---. “On the informativeness requirement.” Journal of Pragmatics 12 (1988): 547–565.
---. “Discourse coherence and theory of relevance: Stumbling blocks in search of a unified 

theory.” Journal of Pragmatics 27 (1997): 17–34.
---. “Discourse coherence is an independent notion: A response to Deidre Wilson.” Journal 

of Pragmatics 29 (1998): 75–86.
Givón, Talmy. “Topic continuity in discourse: An introduction.” Topic Continuity in Dis-

course. Ed. Talmy Givón. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 1983. 3–41.
---. “Coherence in text vs coherence in mind.” Coherence in Spontaneous Text. Eds. Gerns-

bacher, Morton A., and Talmy Givón. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 
1995. 59–116.

---. Syntax: An Introduction. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.



127

Olga Dontcheva-Navratilova • Topical coherence in political speeches

Halliday, Michael A. K. An Introduction to Functional Grammar. London: Edward Arnold, 
1985.

Halliday, Michael A. K., and Ruqaiya Hasan. Cohesion in English. New York: Longman, 
1976.

---. Language, Context and Text: Aspects of Language in a Social-Semiotic Perspective. 
2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989.

Hellman, Christina. “The notion of coherence in discourse.” Focus and Coherence in Dis-
course Processing. Eds. Rickheit, Gert, and Christopher Habel. Berlin: Walter de 
Gruyter, 1995. 190–202.

Hobbs, Jerry R. “On the coherence and structure of discourse.” Report No CSLI 58–37. 
Center for the Study of Language and Information. Stanford: Stanford University, 
1985.

Hoey, Michael. Patterns of Lexis in Text. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991.
---. Textual Interaction: An Introduction to Written Discourse Analysis. London, New 

York: Routledge, 2001.
Johnson-Laird, Philip N. Mental models: Towards a Cognitive Science of Language, Infer-

ence, and Consciousness. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983.
Kehler, Andrew. “Discourse coherence.” The Handbook of Pragmatics. Eds. Horn, Lau-

rence R., and Gregory L. Ward. Malden, Oxford, Carlton: Blackwell, 2004. 241–265.
Levinson, Stephen (1987) Pragmatics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Martin, James R. English Text: System and Structure. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Ben-

jamins, 1992.
Mathesius, Vilém. “Řeč a sloh.” Jazyk, kultura a slovesnost. Ed. Josef Vachek. Praha: 

Odeon, 1966 [1982]. 92–146.
Meierkord, Christiana, and Anita Fetzer. “Introduction.” Rethinking Sequentiality. Eds. 

Meierkord, Christiana, and Anita Fetzer. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 2002. 1–34.
Minsky, Marvin (1975) ‘A framework for representing knowledge.’ In: Winston, P. 

H. (ed.) The Psychology of Computer Vision. New York: McGraw-Hill.
Miššíková, Gabriela. Analysing Translation as Text and Discourse. Praha: JTP, 2007.
Nwogu, Kevin, and Thomas Bloor. “Thematic progression in professional and popular 

medical text.” Functional and Systemic Linguistics: Approaches and Uses. Ed. Eija 
Ventola. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, 1991. 369–384.

Pípalová, Renata. “Exploring paragraphs from the outside.” Discourse and Interaction 1.1 
(2008a): 99–114.

---. Thematic Organization of Paragraphs and Higher Text Units. Praha: Univerzita Kar-
lova v Praze, Pedagogická fakulta, 2008b.

Povolná, Renata. “Aspects of coherence in spoken discourse.” Complexity and Coherence: 
Approaches to Linguistic Research and Language Teaching. REAL Studies 3. Eds. 
Schmied, Josef, Christoph Haase, and Renata Povolná. Göttingen: Cuvillier Verlag, 
2007. 107–125. 

Reisigl, Martin, and Ruth Wodak. Discourse and Discrimination. London, New York: 
Routledge, 2001.

Sanders, Ted, Wilbert Spooren, and Leo Noordman. “Towards a taxonomy of coherence 
relations.” Discourse Processes 15 (1992): 1–35.



128

LINGUISTICS AND TRANSLATION STUDIES

Sarangi, Srikant. “Mediated interpretation of hybrid textual environments.” Text 24 .3 
(2004): 297–301.

Seidlhofer, Barbara, and Henry G. Widdowson. “Coherence in summary: The contexts of 
appropriate discourse.” Coherence in Spoken and Written Discourse. Eds. Bublitz, 
Wolfran, Uta Lenk, and Eija Ventola. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 
1997. 205–219.

Sperber, Dan, Fabrice Clément, Christophe Heintz, Olivier Mascaro, Hugo Mercier, Glo-
ria Origgi, and Deidre Wilson. “Epistemic vigilance.” Mind & Language 25 (2010): 
359–393.

Stubbs, Michael. Discourse Analysis: The Sociolinguistic Analysis of Natural Language. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1983.

Svoboda, Aleš. Kapitoly z funkční syntaxe. Praha: Statní pedagogické nakladatelství, 1989.
Tanskanen, Sanna-Kaisa. Collaborating Towards Coherence. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: 

John Benjamins, 2006.
Thompson, Susan. “Cohesion in monologue.” Applied Linguistics 15.1 (1994): 58–75.
Thompson, Geoff, and Jianglin Zhou. “Evaluation in text: The structuring role of evalu-

ative disjuncts.” Evaluation in Text. Authorial Stance and the Construction of Dis-
course. Eds. Hunston, Susan, and Geoff Thompson. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2000. 102–120.

Van Dijk, Teun A. Text and Context. London: Longman, 1977.
---. Macrostructures: An Interdisciplinary Study of Global Structures in Discourse, Inter-

action, and Cognition. Hillsdale, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum, 1980.
---. “On macrostructures, mental models, and other inventions: A brief personal history 

of the Kintsch-van Dijk Theory.” Discourse Comprehension. Essays in Honour of 
Walter Kitsch. Eds. Weaver, Charles A., Suzanne Mannes, and Charles K. Fletcher. 
Hillsdale, New Jersey, Hove, UK: Lawrence Erlbaum, 1995.

Van Dijk, Teun A., and Walter Kintsch. Strategies of Discourse Comprehension. New 
York, London: Academic Press, 1983.

Virtanen, Tuija, and Helena Halmari. “Persuasion across genres: Emerging perspectives.” 
Persuasion Across Genres. Eds.  Virtanen, Tuija, and Helena Halmari. Amsterdam, 
Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 2005. 3–24.

Widdowson, Henry. Teaching Language as Communication. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1978.

Wodak, Ruth. Disorders of Discourse. London: Longman, 1996.

Address:
Masaryk university
Faculty of Education
Department of English language and literature
Poříčí 7
603 00 Brno
Czech Republic
navratilova@ped.muni.cz


