
43[ostrava journal of english philology—vol.15, no. 1, 2023—literature and culture]
[ ISSN 1803-8174 (print), ISSN 2571-0257 (online)]

[doi.org/10.15452/OJoEP.2023.15.0003]

[ The Unrealizable 
American Dream: On 
Charles Yu’s Interior 
Chinatown ]

Yao Yuan
Minsk State Linguistics University,
Minsk, Belarus

[Abstract] The article analyzes the history of the concept of the “American 
Dream” in Chinese American literature, and particularly in the work of the 
Chinese American writer Charles Yu. In his novel Interior Chinatown, 
he examines the stereotypical perception of Chinese Americans in the eyes 
of white Americans and highlights the problems that Asian Americans 
have to deal with, e.g. national identity or discrimination. The novel shows 
how difficult the process of achieving the American dream is for Asian 
Americans and how difficult it is for them to find the answer to the question 
“Who am I,” which is closely connected with the realization of their 
“American Dream.”
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