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[Abstract] This article presents a study that investigates a series of words 
in English that university students of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 
at the intermediate level of EFL proficiency (henceforth – participants) find 
difficult to pronounce. The present study aims at soliciting the participants’ 
individual lists of phonetically difficult words and comments upon why 
these words are challenging to pronounce. The results of the quantitative 
analysis indicate that phonetically difficult words are associated with the 
segmental elements that are absent in the phonological inventory of the 
Norwegian language, the participants’ first language. These findings are 
presented and discussed in the article.
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