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Summary  

Snakes hold a prominent place in Slavic folklore. According to the prevailing viewpoint, 

snakes are characterized by their chthonic nature. They exhibit ambivalence, possessing 

both positive and negative qualities, with positive attributes associated with males and 

negative ones with females. Folklore representations of snakes are depicted in various 

legends, stories, fairy tales, proverbs, adages, conjurations, incantations, folk beliefs, 
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and rituals. This chapter examines the perceptions and attitudes of Slavs towards snakes. 

The chapter is based on the analysis of folklore genres and mythological views con-

cerning the nature of snakes among the Slavic. 
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