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We are pleased to invite scholars, researchers, practitioners, and representatives of social and community-based organizations to participate in the annual
International Conference of the European Research Institute for Social Work (ERIS), entitled "Social Work Research in the Context of Social Divisions:
Knowledge, Practice, and Change." The 2026 edition of the conference is organized by the Department of Social Pedagogy and Social Rehabilitation, Faculty
of Educational Sciences, University of Łódź.
Contemporary societies are increasingly shaped by profound social, cultural, political, and structural divisions. Processes of marginalization, social inequality,
forced migration, historical trauma, and institutional exclusion pose significant challenges for social work and social work research. In this context, social
work research provides a crucial space for understanding complex social realities, critically examining power relations, and amplifying the voices of
individuals and communities experiencing exclusion. It contributes not only to the production of knowledge, but also to reflective practice, social policy, and
processes of social change.
The conference is held under the Honorary Patronage of the Mayor of the City of Łódź and the Rector of the University of Łódź, and forms part of the
celebrations marking the 35th anniversary of the Faculty of Educational Sciences at the University of Łódź.

Presentation Formats
Conference contributions may be presented as oral presentations within one of the four thematic sessions:

Thematic sessions will be organized around the following topics:

Session I: Research Methodologies for Divided Societies
Which research methodologies are particularly suited to exploring social phenomena in divided societies? How can research approaches capture
experiences shaped by inequality, polarization, conflict, and exclusion? What social issues and processes should social work research focus on in order to
meaningfully address contemporary social challenges?

Session II: Research Traditions and Intellectual Lineages in Social Work
Which research traditions and schools of thought should be further developed or creatively revitalized in contemporary social work research? What
intellectual and theoretical legacies have shaped the discourse of social work and influenced interpretations of social reality? How can these traditions help
us better understand the dynamics of social divisions today? 

Session III: Knowledge Production in Social Work Research
What types of knowledge are produced through social work research? How do academic, professional, experiential, and critical forms of knowledge interact
within research processes? How can knowledge generated through research be meaningfully presented to the social work community and used in social
work practice, education, social policy, and public debate?

Session IV: The Impact of Social Work Research on Social Reality
What impact can social work research have on social realities, professional practice, and institutional structures? How are research, action, education, and
social change interconnected in the field of social work? In what ways can research contribute not only to understanding social problems, but also
empowering disadvantaged groups and fostering social transformation and social justice?

Authors are invited to submit their abstracts to the thematic session that best reflects the focus of their contribution.
Keynote Speakers

The conference will feature keynote lectures delivered by internationally recognized scholars whose work contributes to contemporary debates across the
social sciences, including social work research, social policy, and social change.

Walter Lorenz
Professor Emeritus, Free University of

Bozen-Bolzano, Italy
Contract Professor, Charles University,

Prague, Czech Republic

Marek Czyżewski
Professor Emeritus

University of Łódź, Poland

Hilaria Soundari
Professor

Gandhigram Rural Institute, India

Ondrej Botek
Associate Professor

Trnava University, Slovakia

Walter Lorenz, Emeritus Professor, taught at University College Cork (Ireland) and at the Free University of Bolzano
(Italy), where he also served as Rector. He currently holds teaching appointments at Charles University in Prague
and the University of Ghent. Trained as a social worker at the London School of Economics, he practised in East
London. His research interests include historical and contemporary aspects of social work and social policy. He has
been awarded honorary doctorates by the universities of Ghent, Aalborg, and Östersund.
Talk title: Affirming Ethical Research Commitments in Times of Conflict, Disinformation and Instrumentalization of
Research: The Special Responsibility of Social Work.

Marek Czyżewski, Emeritus Professor at the Institute of Sociology, University of Łódź. In his habilitation (in German, earned from
Magdeburg University, Germany) he analyzed public debates on right-wing extremism and developed a general model of
public debates. His main interests include discourse analysis; public and mass communication; public opinion and
democracy; hate speech; intercultural communication; ethnomethodology and conversation analysis, qualitative social
research; and social theory (especially sociology of knowledge and Foucault). Editor-in-chief of “Przegląd Socjologiczny”
(2016-2025); editor of the series “Biblioteka Dyskursu Publicznego”. 
Talk title: On the Discourse of Resilience and Its Resistance to Criticism.

M. Hilaria Soundari, Professor of The Gandhigram Rural Institute, is a social scientist with over 20 years of experience in
teaching, research, and community engagement. She serves as Head of the Department of Applied Research, Director of
the Centre for Sustainable Development, and Nodal Officer for Institutional Online Courses. Holding an MSW, PhD, and
postdoctoral qualifications, she has supervised numerous doctoral and master's researchers and led projects funded by
UGC, ICSSR, and the Ministry of Labour. Her work focuses on development studies, gender, social inclusion, and sustainable
development, supported by international academic collaboration, curriculum development, and community engagement.
Talk title: Obstacles to Opportunities: Reimagining Social Work Research for Inclusion and Human Dignity.

Ondrej Botek, Ph.D., F.R.S.A., Associate Professor, is a former Head of the Department of Social Work (Trnava University) and a
psychotherapist in private practice. His research focuses on Social Policy Theory, Social Welfare and Welfare Mix, Social Economy,
Social Therapy and Counselling, Cognitive-Behavioural Psychotherapy, and Intercultural Communication. From 2004 to 2012, he
worked as a social worker and manager in the “House of Family” project in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. He regularly teaches at
universities in Vienna, Debrecen, Ostrava, and Katowice, and has lectured in Finland, France, Australia, Cambodia, Kenya, India,
and other countries. In 2017, he received the Cambodian state distinction “Officer” for his activities in Cambodia, and in 2018
became a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (FRSA), London.
Talk title: A Society Divided or a Society Being Divided? Rethinking Polarization and the Role of Social Work.



Two poster sessions will also be held during the conference.
The first poster session of the conference, the YOUROPE Poster Session (14 October 2026), will be open to all conference participants as an audience for
dialogue and exchange. The key actors of the session, however, are young researchers involved in the YOUROPE project (Horizon Europe: https://yourope-
project.eu/), showcasing youth community-led action research and engaging in dialogue in the presence of invited local policy-makers and stakeholders.

The second Poster Session, open to all conference participants, will take place on 15 October 2026. It will extend the conference thematic sessions by
presenting research related to the conference topics and provide an additional forum for discussion and networking. Researchers with ideas for
international projects are also encouraged to use this session to present draft ideas, meet potential partners, and build networks for future grant
applications.
The academic programme will be complemented by pre- and post-conference events (13 and 16 October), including study visits to social work and
educational projects and guided tours of notable sites in Łódź. 

Scientific Committee of the Conference:

Monika Pfaller-Rott (Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, Germany)
Emmanuel Jovelin (Conservatoire Nationale des Arts et Métiers, Paris, France)
Doris Böhler (Eastern Switzerland University of Applied Sciences /OST/, Switzerland)
Laure Liénard (Lille Catholic University, France)
Miriam Slaná , Ondrey  Botek (Trnava University, Slovakia)
Markéta Seidlová (University of Defence, Czech Republic)
Riitta Vornanen (University of Eastern Finland)
Brian Littlechild (University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom)
Anita Gulczyńska, Izabela Kamińska-Jatczak, Małgorzata Kostrzyńska, Renata Szczepanik (University of Łódź, Poland)
Małgorzata Michel (Jagiellonian University, Poland)
Oldřich Chytil, Soňa Kalenda Vávrová, Zuzana Stanková,  (University of Ostrava, Czech Republic)

Conference Organizing Committee:
Anita Gulczyńska
Izabela Kamińska-Jatczak 
Małgorzata Kostrzyńska
Aleksandra Szczepaniak
Błażej Wojdała 

Please register here: ERIS 2026 registration link

The conference fee is €120 for students and €200 for other participants
Please ensure that the payment is made by 31 July 2026

The conference fee includes: participant materials, 2 lunches, coffee breaks, a study visit or city tour and  a gala dinner

Payment details
Recipient: University of Łódź
Bank account number (IBAN): PKOPPLPW PL24 1240 3028 1111 0011 6434 0566
Payment reference: ERIS, participant’s full name
Invoice details: name of the university/institution, TAX Identification Number

Full papers submitted after the conference, upon the authors' request, may be considered for publication in special issues of peer-
reviewed journals: 

In English:
Intercultural Education/ Edukacja Międzykulturowa indexed in Biblioteka Nauki, CEJSH, ERIH PLUS, ICI Journals Master List, ICI World of Journals, Most
Wiedzy, and POL-index (PBN).
Czech and Slovak Social Work/ Sociální práce | Sociálna práca indexed in Scopus, ERIH PLUS, EBSCOhost Research Databases, Google Scholar, and the
ISSN Portal (ISSN International Centre).

In Polish:
Praca Socjalna (Polish Social Work) indexed in CEJSH, EBSCO, ERIH PLUS, Google Scholar, ICI Journal Master List, POLONA, the Polish Scientific Bibliography
(PBN), and the Knowledge Base of the Maria Grzegorzewska University.

Important deadlines
31 July 2026 – abstract submission deadline
10 September 2026 – registration for pre- and post-conference events
15 September 2026 – publication of the final conference programme

For any inquiries regarding the conference, please contact: eris.2026@now.uni.lodz.pl 
We are looking forward to welcoming you in Łódź in October 2026.

https://yourope-project.eu/
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